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Keep your beef cattle and business healthy with effective biosecurity 
Free workshops offered this fall/winter 
 
August 12, 2014 - The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association is offering free, 
one-day biosecurity workshops to help beef producers prevent or contain infectious 
disease on their farms. The workshops are funded by the governments of Canada and 
Ontario through Growing Forward 2 (GF2), a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.  
 
Dr. Jim Ferrier, an experienced veterinarian who has led several workshops says, 
“Having a biosecurity plan and putting it into action is a producer’s best protection 
against livestock losses and decreased performance from infectious diseases.” He adds, 
“Putting stronger biosecurity measures in place need not be expensive. It is really an 
investment in disease prevention.” 
 
Why attend? 
 
Producers who attend a workshop will learn about their commodity’s national biosecurity 
standard and can then confidently develop a biosecurity plan with their veterinarians 
based on their own specific risks and priorities. 
  
“Calf scours, viral pneumonia and foot rot are three common examples of diseases that 
occur on beef farms that could be reduced, and possibly eliminated with an effective 
biosecurity program”, says Dr. Katharine Found, who leads the beef workshops. 
 
“A good working relationship with members of your farm's team, including family and 
employees, veterinarians, nutritionists and crop specialists, is important,” she says.  “This 
will let you continually evaluate your biosecurity program, its successes and identify 
future goals and directions.” 

Some of the easiest measures Dr. Found recommends to help control the spread of 
disease include having clothing and footwear for the farm that does not leave the property, 
and that is cleaned and disinfected regularly. Having a visitor’s logbook helps keep track 
of everyone who enters and exits the farm and its laneways. Visitor access to the 
production area of the farm can be restricted by having clearly marked parking, and gates 
and doors that lock. 
 
The reason for controlling entrances and exits is that infectious disease can come from 
many different sources – viruses, parasites, fungus or bacteria – and is transmitted by 
people, animals, equipment or vehicles.  
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Incidents of infectious disease can affect individual producers, their neighbours and 
sometimes the entire industry through: 

• Lower productivity and income 
• Lower prices for animals 
• Sicker animals meaning higher vet bills and labour costs 
• Lower demand in the domestic market 
• Closed export markets 
• Potential for family and staff to get sick 

 
“Outbreaks of infectious disease can have devastating health and economic effects for the 
industry and the province,” says Dr. Paul Innes, who helped develop the workshops and 
is lead veterinarian on biosecurity for the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs. “Preventing or containing them with good biosecurity measures right on 
the farm is one of our best defenses.” 
 
Disease outbreaks can be brought under control quickly and with minimal impact – or 
prevented entirely – when biosecurity measures are in place and routinely followed on 
farms and across the entire industry.  
  
What to expect  
 
The workshops are a combination of lecture, real-life case studies and hands-on exercises. 
Participants will learn about on-farm biosecurity, what it is, why it’s important and how 
disease is spread and controlled. They will review a case study and be encouraged to 
share their own experiences. They will also work on an evaluation of their own farms and 
look at how to develop a biosecurity plan.   
 
Producers will also learn how the Growing Forward 2 funding program works, and how 
it may help with cost-share for the design and implementation of their biosecurity plans.  
 
New and established producers are welcome to attend. Farm families and management 
teams are encouraged to attend the workshop together.  
 
Upcoming Workshop Dates and Locations 
Centre Grey Recreation Complex, Markdale, November 25th, 2014, 10:00 am – 3:00pm 
Grand Boulevard Restaurant, Earlton, November 8th, 2014, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
 
 
 


